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Baltierra surprised
Lowell with an MTVcreated montage of
their relationship.
Insets, below: Nova,
who “didn’t cry,” brags
Mom; her white-gold
and diamond ring and
his tungsten silver band;
the 1918-built venue,
originally a dairy farm.
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Hitched
Castle!

AT A

Lowell and Baltierra
wed among friends,
family, Teen Moms
and both daughters

BY SARAH GROSSBART

T

he words came quickly to
Catelynn Lowell. When
she sat down to pen her
vows to Tyler Baltierra —
just 24 hours before the Teen Mom
OG couple were to wed August 22
— “I knew I wanted to start with,
‘From the moment I first met you,
I prayed that you would be my husband.’” During middle school, “She
would say, ‘I’m going to marry you
one day,’” recalls Baltierra, “and
I’m like, ‘Yeah, right. Whatever.’”
But as Lowell shared that story with
the 154 guests gathered at Castle
Farms in Charlevoix, Michigan,
“I was bawling like a baby,” he tells
Us. “She was right!”
Throughout their decadelong
relationship, the MTV stars, now
23, experienced bittersweet highs
(months after they placed first
daughter Carly for adoption in 2009,
Baltierra proposed) and heartbreaking lows (not ready to commit fully,
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“My dress store forgot my veil,” Lowell tells
Us. She borrowed one from her florist!
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‘I Do’ Details
ENTERTAINMENT An illusionist

and fire spinner kicked off the
reception, then guests put on
masks to join the pair for a masquerade dance. In between songs
spun by DJ Ryan
Rousseau, like
Silentó’s “Watch
Me (Whip/Nae
Nae),” guests piled
into a photo booth.

he called off their 2013 wedding).
“All of the struggles and everything
we went through, it led up to this,”
Lowell tells Us of the moment she
and Baltierra pledged forever in
a 15-minute nondenominational
ceremony attended by their daughters Carly, 6, and Nova, 8 months,
as well as Teen Mom alums Maci
Bookout, 24, and Amber Portwood,
25, and Teen Mom 2’s Kailyn Lowry,
23. Sealing their union with a kiss
shortly before 6 p.m. in the courtyard of the restored 20th century
castle “felt good,” says the stay-athome mom. “It was just, like, my
life is complete now.”

TEARS AND TOASTS

DECOR Baltierra had read that
Renaissance weddings featured
moss elements, so Jennifer Haf
of Bloom Floral Design topped
the reception room’s chandelier
with greenery. (Rose and baby’s
breath arrangements and
candelabras adorned the ivory
and gold damask-draped tables.)
The bride and groom even sat on
ornate mahogany thrones.
FOOD After butlers passed
bacon meatballs and stuffed
mushroom caps, guests feasted
on chicken cordon bleu, garlic
mashed potatoes
and asparagus. The
grand finale: a threeand-a-half–foot
strawberry shortcake from Cre8tive
Cupcake Charlevoix,
outfitted with
crystals, a Venetian
mask and special
lighting. Vanilla
bean and chocolate
cupcakes circled
its base. Lowell
also surprised
her guy with a
Batman-themed
Batman
groom’s cake!
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23 AND MARRIED

The newlyweds barely left the floor.
After a fiery finale to their first dance
(over the closing notes of Jasmine
Thompson’s cover of Ed Sheeran’s
“Thinking Out Loud,” Baltierra
dipped his bride “and flames shot
up on each side of us!” he says), they
grooved to hits from the 1950s and
1960s. “We had a lot of Motown, a
little bit of Frank Sinatra,” says Baltierra, noting that Portwood, Baier,
Bookout, boyfriend Taylor McKinney, 26, Lowry and husband Javi
Marroquin, 22, were among those
enjoying the retro tunes. “That’s my
crew! We were cutting a rug!”
Lowell says they spent so much
time partying, “we
didn’t even eat the
food we paid for. I
had, like, three bites
of mashed potatoes.”
The bash wrapped
around midnight, but
the new Mr. and Mrs.
stayed up till 4 a.m.
in their resort suite.
“We sat in the kitchen
and had fried chicken, cheese and
crackers,” she admits. “We didn’t
even heat the chicken up!” The duo,
now planning a Mediterranean
honeymoon, also tested out their
new titles. “I was like, ‘Husband, oh,
husband!’” says Lowell. “I like to say

it. It’s about friggin’ time!”
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The theme of the evening was Renaissance, with invitations stating:
“It is by decree of the lord and lady
that the people of the manor are invited to attend the noble marriage.”
But the unofficial motif was tears.
Baltierra first broke down when he
spotted Lowell. After his niece Alexis
pulled flower girl Nova down the
stone-covered aisle in a white wagon
(“She was playing with the petals
inside,” he says, “It was adorable!”),
his bride strode toward him on the
arms of mom April Stotts and dad
David. “She looked beautiful,” says
the St. Clair Community College
psychology student of Lowell’s alllace Justin Alexander ball gown.
“Just like an angel.” Lowell, in turn,
got misty as her guy read his vows.
“They were so heartfelt and emotional,” says Portwood, who brought
fiancé Matt Baier, 44. Gushes
Lowell, “He said he wants to love me
forever, until his last breath.”
Postceremony, it was the guests’
turn to speak. Baltierra’s dad, Butch
— less than a month removed from
a four-year prison stay on drugrelated and domestic-abuse charges
— gave an emotional toast about
how happy he was to be present for
this milestone. Sums up Baltierra,
“He apologized for missing a lot of
important days in my life and kind
of being an absentee father. There

wasn’t a dry eye in the whole place.”
Yet the most touching moment
didn’t involve words. Midway
through the reception, Carly
requested a daddy-daughter dance
with Baltierra. For the Michiganbased couple, just being with the
grade schooler for the first time in
a year was special. “She got to meet
Nova and knew she was her birth
sister,” says Baltierra. With Lowell
and Carly’s adoptive mom, Teresa
Davis, swaying beside them, he
lifted Carly into his arms as Rascal
Flatts’ “My Wish” played. “She just
squeezed me the whole time and
wouldn’t let me go. So I soaked it in.”
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1. Baltierra bucked tradition and
had a “best woman” — pal since
second grade Ashley Brady (second
from right). 2. “We like the olden
days,” the bride says. Hence their
honeymoon desire to see “ancient
sites” in Greece and beyond.
3. Lowell (with mom April) says she
went for a lipstick “pop of color.”
Bookout’s verdict: “So pretty and
classy.” 4. Baltierra calls his dad’s
speech “awesome!” 5. Baltierra
promised his bride (with flower girl
Alexis, 8) he would “make sure she
never doubts that she’s beautiful.”
6. Asked for newlywed advice, Lowry
and Marroquin (far left) say they
would tell the pair (with McKinney,
Bookout, Baier and Portwood, from
left) not to sweat the small stuff.
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With reporting by Megan French & Cara Sprunk
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